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"Our governments are republics, not democracies. The people exercise
their sovereignty not in person, at the ballot-box, but through agents,
delegates or representatives. ... It is unwise and inexpedient for the
people themselves to assemble and adopt laws. . . . An absolute ma-
jority ... is the most cruel, rapacious, intolerant and intolerable of all
tyrants. . . . This is sheer radicalism. It is the Red Republicanism of
revolutionary France . . . not the American Republicanism of our
fathers. Their Republicanism was stable and conservative ... it af-
forded a shield for the minority. . . . When [the Black Republicans]
get control of the Federal Government ... the Southern States must
elect between independence out of the Union or subordination within
it."
Or, as Linton Stephens wrote to his brother: "A pure democracy, in
a small State of homogeneous interest, is tolerable, but in a State divided
into two permanent antagonisms, with a large numerical majority on
one side, is the most despotic of all governments. A mob, when unre-
strained by interest, is terrific in its utter irresponsibility. If Kansas is
rejected, our government becomes a pure Democracy; the only law is
that of superior numbers; the only power is that of an irresponsible mob,
and that mob is hostile to us. We have got to fight it, or deter it, or
succumb to it. I am for the first, whenever it is necessary, for the second
if it can avail, but for the last, never, neverV14
The concurrence of the political, economic, and emotional tensions
during the winter of 1857-1858, had brought new and ominous hostility
among the representatives of the various attitudes. The Democratic
party had shown itself demoralized thereby. Its only real measure had
been passed at a dreadful expense of reputation, for the English bill on
Kansas was labeled the most dangerous and dishonest compromise yet.
The economy program had been hamstrung. The integrity of promi-
nent Democratic officials had been shown to be faulty. Foreign policy
had been ineffectual and the plaything of financial interests. Small
comfort was it that none of the subsidy schemes had been passed. While
this failure may have saved the Treasury, it had sent the enemies of
the Democracy home with a quiverful of arrows which they knew well
how to use. That there was handwriting on the wall was plain to see;
but far too many failed to grasp its meaning.